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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.137

Descriptive Title William of Tyre's Histoire d'Outre Mer

Text title Histoire d'Outre Mer

Author Authority name: William, of Tyre, Archbishop of Tyre,
approximately 1130-approximately 1190
Known as: William II of Tyre

Abstract This manuscript, completed in the later part of the thirteenth
century, contains William of Tyre's Estoire d'Eracles (to
1229), Les Faits des Romains (continuation, Tiberius to
Julian), and a letter of Prester John. While the origin
of the manuscript is debatable between Acre and Paris,
Jaroslav Folda suggests a strong connection with Epinal
45, a manuscript known to have been created in Paris
during this same time. Versions of William of Tyre's work
were particularly popular in France during the latter part
of the thirteenth century. The volume of William de Tyre's
history of the Crusades housed at the Walters Art Museum
features eighteen historiated initials, completed by four
different artists' hands, of varying competence. What sets this
particular manuscript apart from its contemporaries is the
two unusual appended texts and its selective pictorial style.

Date Late 13th century CE

Origin North France (Paris?)

Form Book

Genre Historical

Language The primary language in this manuscript is French, Old (842-
ca.1400).

Support material Parchment

Medium- to heavy-weight parchment; unevenly and at times
poorly finished, with color and texture ranging widely;
many mended and unmended holes, some large and within
textblock (e.g. see fol. 189); many missing corners; candle
wax spilled on pages throughout

Extent Foliation: i+362+i
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Original foliation in red Roman numerals, upper left corners,
versos; nineteenth-century pencil foliation on upper right
corners, rectos, now almost completely erased; modern
pencil foliation, upper right corners, rectos (used here)

Collation Formula: Quires 1-6: 12 (fols. 1-72); Quire 7: 8 (fols. 73-80);
Quires 8-13: 12 (fols. 81-152); Quire 14: 8 (fols. 153-160);
Quires 15-30: 12 (fols. 161-352); Quire 31: 4 (fols. 353-356);
Quire 32: 6, composed of six singletons stitched together
(fols. 357-362)

Catchwords: Occasionally visible lower right of last verso in
quire

Signatures: Signatures rarely visible, give upper-case letter
and roman numeral (e.g. fols. 153-157, where "NI"-"NV" is
visible in lead); quire numbers at times visible in form of
dark brown ink Roman numerals, middle of lower margins,
last versos; modern pencil quire numbers in Arabic numerals
lower left corners first rectos

Comments:

Dimensions 24.5 cm wide by 34.1 cm high

Written surface 18.0 cm wide by 26.0 cm high

Layout Columns: 2
Ruled lines: 44
Ruled in lead except for fols. 269-328, which are ruled in
brown crayon

Contents fols. 1r - 362v:
Title: Histoire d'Outre Mer
Author: William, of Tyre, Archbishop of Tyre,
approximately 1130-approximately 1190
Hand note: Written in irregular textura by several
hands: hand changes notable at fols. 142, 151, 269, and
329
Decoration note: Eighteen historiated initials (6-13
lines), found at the beginnings of seven books, nine
chapters, as well as at beginning of other two appended
texts; fourteen large flourished initials filled with
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intricate penwork at some major chapter divisions (7-9
lines); smaller flourished initials at beginnings of three
books, and at beginnings of secondary text divisions
throughout (3 lines); rubrics in red; text in dark brown
ink; four different artists' hands identifiable: Hand A:
fols. 1r and 357r; Hand B: fols. 15r, 29r, 137r, 157v,
229v, and 235r; Hand C: fols. 33r, 145r, 171v, 203v (or
possibly Hand B), 329r; Hand D: fols. 62r, 180v, 222r,
and 252r

fols. 1r - 328v:
Title: Estoire d'Eracles
Incipit: Les ancienes ystoires dient que Eracles fu moult
boens crestiens
Contents: History includes the text for 1095-1184, with
continuation through 1229; text divided by sixteen
historiated initials and fourteen large flourished initials
Decoration note: Historiated initials fols. 1r, 15r, 29r,
33r, 62r, 137r, 145r, 157v, 171v, 180v, 203v, 222r, 229v,
235r, 252r, and 265v; large flourished initials fols. 24r,
42r, 52r, 72v, 82v, 121v, 133v, 144v, 171r, 222v, 237v,
251v, 260r, and 300r

fols. 329r - 356r:
Title: Les Faits des Romains
Incipit: Nous vous avons dit devant que li empereur
tyberius
Contents: Text divided into sixty-five chapters; rubrics
left blank; continuation of history of Roman emperors,
from Tiberius through Julian, with many references to
Seneca
Decoration note: Historiated initial fol. 329r

fols. 357r - 361r:
Title: Letter of Prester John
Incipit: Prestre Iehans par la graice de ihesucrist
Decoration note: Historiated initial fol. 357r

Decoration fol. 1r:
Title: Initial "L" with (above) the Crucifixion, and
the First Crusade being preached by Pope Urban II;
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(below) man kneeling in prayer before altar, and people
worshiping idols
Form: Historiated initial "L," 13 lines
Text: Book 1, chapter 1

fol. 15r:
Title: Initial "V" with Godefroy de Bouillon leaving for
Holy Land with knights
Form: Historiated initial "V," 11 lines
Text: Book 2, chapter 1

fol. 29r:
Title: Initial "N" with battle between the forces of Qilij
Arslan and the Crusaders in Asia Minor
Form: Historiated initial "N," 11 lines
Text: Book 3, chapter 19

fol. 33r:
Title: Initial "O" with Tancred receiving gifts from
Turkish and Armenian satraps
Form: Historiated initial "O," 10 lines
Text: Book 4, chapter 1

fol. 62r:
Title: Initial "C" with the emperor of Constantinople
receiving Crusader envoys
Form: Historiated initial "C," 10 lines
Text: Book 7, chapter 1

fol. 137r:
Title: Initial "Q" with man handing knights in tent the
key to the city of Tyre
Form: Historiated initial "Q," 11 lines
Text: Book 13, chapter 12

fol. 145r:
Title: Initial "R" with the coronation of King Fulk
Form: Historiated initial "R," 13 lines
Text: Book 14, chapter 2

fol. 157v:
Title: Initial "A" with the Count of Edessa and the
Prince of Antioch playing dice on a chess board while
a knight sleeps
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Form: Historiated initial "A," 11 lines
Text: Book 15, chapter 1
Comment: Note: this has usually been described as
a scene of men playing chess, but close examination
reveals dice on the board rather than chess pieces. This
may be a strange conflation of two traditions associated
with this story, in which they are usually described as
playing dice, but are sometimes depicted playing chess.

fol. 171v:
Title: Initial "N" with two laymen crowning King
Baldwin
Form: Historiated initial "N," 10 lines
Text: Book 16, chapter 3

fol. 180v:
Title: Initial "P" with Bernard of Clairvaux preaching
the Second Crusade
Form: Historiated initial "P," 10 lines
Text: Book 16, chapter 35

fol. 203v:
Title: Initial "O" with Patriarch Amaury of Antioch
opposing the marriage of Raynauld of Châtillon and
Constance
Form: Historiated initial "O," 10 lines
Text: Book 18, chapter 1

fol. 222r:
Title: Initial "E" with the funeral service of King
Baldwin III
Form: Historiated initial "E," lines 10
Text: Book 18, chapter 34

fol. 229v:
Title: Initial "S" with Crusader envoys and two men
discussing renewal of treaty between King of Jerusalem
and Sultan of Egypt
Form: Historiated initial "S," 9 lines
Text: Book 19, chapter 21

fol. 235r:
Title: Initial "A" with the siege of Alexandria
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Form: Historiated initial "A," 9 lines
Text: Book 19, chapter 29

fol. 252r:
Title: Initial "Q" with Patriarch Amaury of
Constantinople crowning Baldwin IV
Form: Historiated initial "Q," 8 lines
Text: Book 21, chapter 2

fol. 265v:
Title: Initial "D" with Guy of Lusignan's marriage to
Sibylle, sister of Baldwin IV
Form: Historiated initial "D," 9 lines
Text: Book 22, chapter 1

fol. 329r:
Title: Initial "N" with the Pharisees and Sadducees
debating
Form: Historiated initial "N," 10 lines
Text: Les Faits des Romains

fol. 357r:
Title: Initial "P" with Prester John handing a letter for
the Pope to a messenger
Form: Historiated initial "P," 6 lines
Text: Letter of Prester John

Binding The binding is not original.

Binding by Léon Gruel, Paris, early twentieth century; red
velvet, resewn on six tawed straps; in eighteenth or early
nineteenth century, edges of pages speckled with orange and
grey, and paper tabs added; leather tabs added late nineteenth
or early twentieth century; Gruel's original telescopic book
box, stamped in gold with his name, replaced by Walters
conservation department in the second half of the twentieth
century

Provenance Produced in northern France, possibly Paris, in the late
thirteenth century; early ownership inscription erased, fol.
362r

Several later inscriptions survive on fol. 362v in various
states of legibility; upper left: fifteenth-century inscription
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reads "Cest li Roman de Goudeffroy de bullion Explicit";
to right of this inscription (somewhat effaced) in a different
hand "Cest ly Roman godefroy de bullon que...p[our] xlvii m
auril"; below both is drawn rectangular box which originally
contained inscription (now erased); in lower left corner is
inscribed ".xxx. l[ivres]"

Gordon of Buthlaw, Great Britain, mid-nineteenth century

Bertram, Fourth Earl of Ashburnham, London, 1861, no.
CLIV in his collection

Léon Gruel, Paris, purchased at Sotheby's, London, March
16, 1903, lot 689; Gruel and Engelmann bookplate on front
pastedown, inscribed "No 138"

Henry Walters, Baltimore, 1903, by purchase from Gruel

Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters' bequest
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