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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.188

Descriptive Title Book of Hours in Dutch

Text title Book of Hours

Author Authority name: Grote, Geert, 1340-1384
Note: Translator

Abstract This illuminated Book of Hours was produced in the
second quarter of the fifteenth century. It is written in the
Netherlandish translation of Geert Grote. Although lacking
in full-page miniatures, the manuscript contains eighteen
historiated initials by the Masters of Zweder van Culemborg
with ornamental initials and decoration throughout.

Date Second quarter of the 15th century CE

Origin Utrecht

Artist Supplied name: Masters of Zweder van Culemborg

Form Book

Genre Devotional

Language The primary language in this manuscript is Dutch; Flemish.

Support material Parchment

Thin to medium cream parchment with a fine nap surface

Extent Foliation: i+256+i
Modern pencil foliation in lower right corners (followed
here); pencil foliation in upper right corners, partially erased

Collation Formula: i, 1(4,-1), 2-3(6), 4-11(8), 12(10,-1), 13-18(8),
19(4), 20-33(8), 34(4), i

Catchwords: None

Signatures: None

Comments: Quires begin on fols. 1(1), 4(2), 10(3), 16(4),
24(5), 32(6), 40(7), 48(8), 56(9), 64(10), 72(11), 80(12),
89(13), 97(14), 105(15), 113(16), 121(17), 129(18), 137(19),
141(20), 149(21), 157(22), 165(23), 173(24), 181(25),
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189(26), 197(27), 205(28), 213(29), 221(30), 229(31),
237(32), 245(33), 253(34)

Dimensions 10.2 cm wide by 14.4 cm high

Written surface 5.3 cm wide by 8.4 cm high

Layout Columns: 1
Ruled lines: 14

Contents fols. 1r - 256v:
Title: Book of Hours
Hand note: Written in Gothic bookhand (textura
quadrata)
Decoration note: Eighteen historiated initials by the
Masters of Zweder van Culemborg; no full-page
miniatures, although what appear to be the impression
of a former stub after fol. 96 (end of gathering 8)
and slice marks in the gutter after fol. 174 suggesting
inserted full-page miniatures, now removed, before
fols. 89 and 175, with others possibly originally facing
fols. 16r, 122r, and 141r; ornamental initials throughout
(1 to 8 lines high); capitals stroked in red; folios with
historiated initials have baguettes along the outer side
of the text column and borders as well as inner margins
with floral decoration

fols. 1r - 3r:
Title: Computistical tables for the years [cccc]xxxv-
[ccccc]xvi (1435-1516)
Text note: Easter tables

fols. 4r - 15v:
Title: Calendar
Text note: Calendar for Use of Utrecht; full, graded red
and black; entries include Victoer martelaer (October
10)

fols. 16r - 88r:
Title: Hours of the Virgin
Incipit: Here du salte opdoen mine lippen
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Decoration note: Historiated initials on fols. 16r, 31v,
47v, 53r, 59r, 65r, 71r, and 81v following the Passion
cycle sequence for the Hours of the Virgin

fols. 89r - 121v:
Title: Short Hours of the Holy Spirit
Incipit: O Here du salte opdoen myn lippen
Decoration note: Historiated initials on fols. 89r, 96r,
100r, 104r, 108r, 112r, and 117v

fols. 121v - 140v:
Title: Short Hours of the Holy Cross
Rubric: Hier beghint dat corte cruus ghetide
Incipit: O Here du salte opdoen mine lippen
Decoration note: Historiated initial on fol. 122r

fols. 141r - 174v:
Title: Seven Penitential Psalms and litany
Incipit: Here in dynre verboghenheit en straffe
Decoration note: Historiated initials on fols. 141r and
175r

fols. 175r - 256v:
Title: Office of the Dead and the Minor Office
Rubric: Hier beghint die vighelie in duutsche
Incipit: Mi hebben ombevanghen die suchten des doets
Text note: Minor Office begins on fol. 248v
Decoration note: Historiated initial on fol. 175r

Decoration fol. 16r:
Title: Arrest of Christ
Form: Historiated initial "H," 7 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: Matins

fol. 31v:
Title: Christ crowned with thorns
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: Lauds

fol. 47r:
Title: Christ before Pilate
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: Prime
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fol. 53r:
Title: Flagellation
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: Terce

fol. 59r:
Title: Christ carrying the cross
Form: Historiated initial "G," 7 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: Sext

fol. 65r:
Title: Crucifixion
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: None

fol. 71r:
Title: Deposition
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: Vespers

fol. 81v:
Title: Entombment
Form: Historiated initial "B," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Virgin: Compline

fol. 89r:
Title: Trinity
Form: Historiated initial "O," 7 lines
Text: Hours of the Holy Spirit: Matins

fol. 96r:
Title: Visitation
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Holy Spirit: Prime

fol. 100r:
Title: Nativity
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Holy Spirit: Terce

fol. 104r:
Title: Annunciation to the shepherds
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Holy Spirit: Sext
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fol. 108r:
Title: Adoration of the Magi
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Holy Spirit: None

fol. 112r:
Title: Flight into Egypt
Form: Historiated initial "G," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Holy Spirit: Vespers

fol. 117v:
Title: Presentation in the temple
Form: Historiated initial "B," 6 lines
Text: Hours of the Holy Spirit: Compline

fol. 122r:
Title: Harrowing of hell
Form: Historiated initial "O," 8 lines
Text: Short Hours of the Holy Cross

fol. 141r:
Title: St. Michael with scales
Form: Historiated initial "H," 7 lines
Text: Seven Penitential Psalms

fol. 175r:
Title: Two souls kneel in prayer in purgatory
Form: Historiated initial "M," 7 lines
Text: Office of the Dead

Binding The binding is not original.

Bound by Gruel and Engelmann, late nineteenth / early
twentieth century; red-brown velvet over millboard, sewn on
five recessed cords; all edges gilt

Provenance Made for anonymous patrons in the second quarter of the
fifteenth century

Melchior Parsoens (ink signature, outer margin, fol. 4r)

Gruel and Engelmann, collection no. 94, Paris (bookplate,
front pastedown)
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Henry Walters, Baltimore, purchased from Gruel and
Engelmann, Paris, June 9, 1903

Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest
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Contributors Principal cataloger: Marrow, James
Catalogers: Devine, Alex; Walters Art Museum curatorial
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Copy editor: Bockrath, Diane
Conservators: Owen, Linda; Quandt, Abigail
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