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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.537

Descriptive Title Gospels

Text title Gospel Book
Vernacular: աւետարան

Abstract Dated to the tenth century, this manuscript is the oldest
Armenian codex in North America and the fifth oldest
among documented Armenian Gospel Books. The principal
colophon on fol. 2v records that Sargis the Priest completed
the text in 415 [966 CE]. Within the framed area, the
commission of the codex is described: a priest, whose name
was replaced by the later owner T’oros, commissioned the
work "as decoration and for the splendor of [the] holy
church and for the pleasure of the congregation of Rznēr."
As the codex was written and commissioned by priests, the
manuscript is referred to as the “Gospels of the Priest.” It
was formerly known as the “Gospels of the Translators,” as,
following the date 415, someone erased the formula “of the
Armenian era” and replaced it with “of our Lord,” suggesting
an earlier date and implying that the text was based on the
original translation of the Gospels into Armenian during the
fifth century. The text is copied in large angular erkat‘agir
script. The full-page paintings and marginal ornaments bear
stylistic characteristics of Armenian illumination of the tenth
and eleventh centuries associated with non-royal patronage.
The illustrations comprise the Canon Tables, with only the
last two remaining; the Virgin and Child on a wheeled
chariot; the framed colophon; ornamental cross with donor’s
portrait; portraits of Mathew and Mark together (fol. 72v, at
the end of Matthew) and Mark with Luke (fol. 114v, at the
end of Mark); two final images depict unknown saints (fol.
192r, at the end of Luke). Marginalia are found throughout
the text. It has been suggested that the scribe was also
responsible for the illumination.

Date Dated 966 CE

Origin Armenia

Scribe As-written name: Sargis
Name, in vernacular: Սարգիս
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Form Book

Genre Scriptural

Genre Liturgical

Language The primary language in this manuscript is Armenian.

Colophon fols. 2v to 2v:
In vernacular: Fol. 2v in angular erkat'agir: Գրեցաւ
սուրբ աւետարանս նժե: թուականութեան տ(եառ)ն մերոյ
հրամանով եւ ձախիւք Թորոս քահանաի միաբանութեամբ
անենայն ընտանեացն ի զարդ եւ ի պայծառութե(ամ)բ սուրբ
եկեղեցւոյ եւ ի բերկրումն րզսէր ժողովրդոյ (:) Արդ որք
ընթեռնուք եւ որք լսէք զԹորոս քահան(այ) եւ զամենայն
զիւր եղբարսն եւ զծնաւղս նորա յիշեսջիք ի Ք(րիստո)ս
Յ(իսու)ս ի տ(է)ր մեր. Fol 2v in angular erkat'agir, around
the frame: Ես Սարգիս անարժան քահանայ գրեցի Զսուրբ
Աւետարանս նժե թուականիս թագաւորելոյ ի վերայ մեր
տ(եառ)ն մերոյ Յ(իսուս)ի Ք(րիստոս)ի: նմա վաելէ փարք
յաւիտեանս յաւիտեանս ամէն:
Translation: Fol. 2v in angular erkat'agir: This Holy Gospels
was written (in the year) 415 (= 966 CE) of the era of our Lord
by the order and at the expense of T‘oros the priest through
the cooperation of all the families as decoration and for the
splendor of (the) holy church and for the pleasure of the
congregation of Rznēr. Now you who read (it) and who hear
(it) remember the priest T‘oros and all his brothers and his
parents in Jesus Christ our Lord. Fol. 2v in angular erkat'agir,
around the frame: I, Sargis, unworthy priest wrote this Holy
Gospels in the year 415 (= 966 CE) of the kingship over us
of our Lord Jesus Christ. To him glory is fitting forever and
ever, amen.
Comment: Framed colophon with polychrome geometric
design

Support material Parchment

Margins have been trimmed

Extent Foliation: i+237+i
Pencil foliation upper right corner, rectos
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Collation Formula: 1(2), 2(8,-4), 3(8), 4(10,-3,-7), 5(8),
6(10,-3,-7), 7(8,-6), 8(10,-4,-8), 9-12(8), 13(6,-1), 14(6),
15(8), 16(8,-3,-8), 17(8), 18(10,-1,-4,-8), 19-20(10,-3,-7),
21-22(8), 23(10,-3,-7), 24(10,-4,-8), 25(10,-3,-7), 26-28(8),
29(10,-1,-3,-7), 30(8), 31(8,-1,-6), 32(6,-3), 33(4,-1)

Catchwords: None

Signatures: Most quires marked by a later hand on first and
last folios, at bottom center, in black ink

Comments: Quires begin on fols. 1(1), 3(2), 10(3), 18(4),
26(5), 34(6), 42(7), 49(8), 57(9), 65(10), 73(11), 81(12),
89(13), 94(14), 100(15), 108(16) 114(17), 122(18), 129(19),
137(20), 145(21), 153(22), 161(23), 169(24), 177(25),
185(26), 193(27), 201(28), 209(29), 216(30), 224(31),
230(32), 235(33); many quires composed of two or three
bifolia with 2 singletons sewn in

Dimensions 25.0 cm wide by 30.5 cm high

Written surface 19.0 cm wide by 27.5 cm high

Layout Columns: 2
Ruled lines: 20

Contents fols. 1r - 237v:
Title: Gospel Book
Scribe: Sargis
Hand note: Large upright erkat'agir
Decoration note: Full-page ornamental cross at the
beginning of the Gospel Book, fol. 3r; standing figures
at the bottom of the page at the end of each Gospel;
Matthew and Mark on fol. 72v; Mark and Luke on
fol. 114v; unknown saints or apostles on fol. 192r;
birds, floral and geometrical designs, and one fish in
the outer or lower margins, mark the pericope divisions
throughout the manuscript; rubrics in gold over red and
red; text in brown ink

fols. 1r - 1v:
Title: Canon Tables
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Contents: Letter of Eusebius and canon tables 1 to 8 are
missing
Decoration note: Text written within columned frame;
decoration with geometric designs, interwoven leaves,
and birds

fols. 2r - 2v:
Title: Prefatory material
Contents: Part of the colophon is written on the
decorated band
Decoration note: Full-page miniature of the Virgin and
Child, fol. 2r; geometrical framed colophon, fol. 2v

fols. 3r - 237v:
Title: Gospels
Contents: Fols. 3v-72v: Matthew; fols. 73r-114v: Mark;
fols. 115r-192r: Luke; fols. 192v-237v: John; the
lacunae within the text are as follows: after fol. 46:
Matthew 20:8-22; after fol. 88: Mark 6:56-7:13; after
fol. 93: Matthew 20:8-22; after fol. 88: Mark 6:56-7:13;
after fol. 93: Mark 9:14-29; after fol. 208: John 6:51-68;
after fol. 223: John 12:49-13:6; after fol. 231: John
15:14-16:16; after fol. 236: John 18:22-19:7; after fol.
237: John 19:19 to the end

Decoration fol. 1r:
Title: Canon Table
Form: Full-page miniature
Text: Eusebian Canon IX

fol. 1v:
Title: Canon Table
Form: Full-page miniature
Text: Eusebian Canon X

fol. 2r:
Title: Virgin and Child
Form: Full-page miniature
Text: Prefatory material
Comment: To the left of the Virgin is the inscription,
"Thou art highly favored, the Lord is with thee" (Luke
1:28)
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fol. 2v:
Title: Colophon
Form: Framed text page
Text: Prefatory material

fol. 3r:
Title: Cross
Form: Full-page miniature
Text: Matthew's Gospel

fol. 72v:
Title: Portraits of Matthew and Mark
Form: Half-page miniature
Text: End of Matthew's Gospel
Comment: The names of the evangelists are written to
the right and left of Matthew and Mark, respectively

fol. 114v:
Title: Portraits of Mark and Luke
Form: Half-page miniature
Text: End of Mark's Gospel
Comment: Names are inscribed to the right of each
evangelist

fol. 192r:
Title: Portraits of unidentified saints
Form: Half-page miniature
Text: End of Luke's Gospel
Comment: Erased inscriptions

Binding The binding is not original.

Modern dark brown goatskin on wood, blind-tooled with
lines and dots forming a cross of guilloche work within a
trilobe outline on the upper cover, and, on the lower cover, a
design of interlacing circles; three thong-clasps are missing

Provenance Created in 966 (Armenian era given 415, fol. 2v)

1575 (Armenian era given 1024), Erevan, note by Tēr Nersēs
(recto of last fly leaf); this sixteenth-century colophon was
copied by Amirxan Yovhannēs Amirean
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Yovhannēs Amirxanean, November 20, 1839 (verso of last
fly leaf)

Hovannes Amirkan, 1843 (recto of first fly leaf)

Note by Yovhannēs Amirxaneanc‘, February 10, 1844;
Tabriz (T‘rviz), April 26, 1844,note by Yovhannēs
Amirxaneanc‘ (recto of first fly leaf)

February 2, 1844 (This Gospels is in commemoration of the
monastery of Saint Grigor the Illuminator, for the Lebanese
monks who are in Rome, in the year of the Lord 1844 and
on the 2nd February...). In memory of the "Illustrious, Noble
and Revered orthodox noble Ała Amirxanē Yovhannēs
Amireanc‘ of New Julfa, for the sake of his soul and for the
sake of his whole pious and God-loving family." "Through
the mediation of Father Vrt‘anēs Eiwłiwnčeanc‘. A.K. the
Apostolic Misionary in Pars and in New Julfa." (recto of last
fly leaf)

Antonian monastery at Ortakoy, near Istanbul, by 1910

Acquired by Henry Walters, Baltimore, before 1931

Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters' bequest
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