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NOTE: The pages in this book are ordered from right to left. This means that to view the pages in
order, you should go the last page of the document and read what would be from “back-to-front”
for a Western manuscript.

This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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Provenance

Acquisition

Binding

Label: This is the right side of an illuminated double-
page explicit. The text is chapter 114 (Sirat al-nas),
which is written in a decorative New Abbasid (broken
cursive) style.

fol. 285a:
Title: Left side of an illuminated explicit with the creed
that the Qur’an is God’s word uncreated
Form: Explicit
Label: This illuminated explicit is inscribed with the
creed that the Qur’an is God’s word uncreated: al-
Qur’an kalam Allah ghayr makhliq wa-man qala
makhliiq fa-huwa kafir bi-Allah al-"Al1r al-Azim. It is
written in a decorative New Abbasid (broken cursive)
style.

Erased seal of Sultan ‘Uthman Khan ibn Mustafa Khan
IT (reg. 1168-71 AH / 1754-57 CE) and a bequest (waqf)
inscription by Ibrahtm Hanif and his seal (fol. 1a)

Inscription in pencil: H[enry] W[alters] May 1897 direct
from Constantinople (front flyleaf ia)
The binding is not original.

Probably tenth century AH / sixteenth CE; dentelle-
style brown goatskin (with flap); central lobed medallion,
pendants, and cornerpieces

Generated: 2011-06-02 17:14 -04:00



fol. 3a:
Title: Left side of an illuminated double-page incipit
Form: Incipit
Text: Chapter 2 (Siirat al-baqarah)
Label: This is the left side of a double-page incipit with
the initial verses of chapter 1 (Surat al-baqarah), written
in a decorative New Abbasid (broken cursive) style.

fol. 3b:
Title: Text page with Qur'anic text written in New
Abbasid (broken cursive) style
Form: Text page
Text: Chapter 2 (Siirat al-baqarah)
Label: On this text page, verses the Qur'an are written in
the New Abbasid (broken cursive) style in dark brown
ink with red dots for vowels and orthoepic signs, such
as tashdid and sukiin, in green. The name of Allah is
illuminated in gold, as it is throughout the manuscript.

fol. 7b:
Title: [lluminated text page with verses from chapter 2
Form: text page
Text: Chapter 2 (Siirat al-baqarah)
Label: On this text page from chapter 2 (Surat al-
baqarah), the name of Allah is illuminated in gold, as
it is throughout the manuscript. Verses are separated by
an illuminated teardrop form.

fol. 11a:
Title: [lluminated text page with verses from chapter 2
Form: Text page
Text: Chapter 2 (Siirat al-baqarah)
Label: The text of this page is written in New Abbasid
(broken cursive) style with red dots for vowels and
orthoepic signs, such as tashdid and sukiin, in green.
The name of Allah is illuminated in gold, as it
is throughout the manuscript; every tenth verse is
indicated by an illuminated marginal medallion.

fol. 284b:

Title: Right side of an illuminated double-page explicit
Form: Explicit

Generated: 2011-06-02 17:14 -04:00



fol. la:
Title: Page with erased seal of Sultan ‘Uthman Khan I11
Form: Seal
Label: On this page is the erased seal of Sultan
‘Uthman Khan ibn Mustafd Khan, who reigned from
1168-71 AH/ 1754-57 CE and an erased bequest (waqf)
inscription by Ibrahim Hanif and his seal.

fol. 1b:
Titlee Right side of a double-page illuminated
frontispiece inscribed with the creed that the Qur’an is
God’s word uncreated
Form: Frontispiece
Label: This is the right side of a double-page
illuminated frontispiece inscribed with the creed that the
Qur’an is God’s word uncreated: al-Qur’an kalam Allah
ghayr makhliq wa-man qala makhliq fa-huwa kafir
bi-Allah al-°Alt al-Azim. This inscription is written in
thuluth script.

fol. 2a:
Titlee Left side of a double-page illuminated
frontispiece inscribed with the creed that the Qur’an is
God’s word uncreated
Form: Frontispiece
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated
frontispiece inscribed with the creed that the Qur’an
is God’s word uncreated: al-Qur’an kalam Allah ghayr
makhliiq wa-man qala makhliiq fa-huwa kafir bi-Allah
al-'Al1 al-Azim. This inscription is written in thuluth
script.

fol. 2b:
Title: Right side of a double-page illuminated incipit for
the first two chapters of the Qur'an
Form: Incipit
Text: Chapter 1 (Surat al-fatihah)
Label: This is the right side of a double-page
illuminated incipit. This page bears the seven verses of
chapter 1 (Siirat al-fatihah), written in a decorative New
Abbasid (broken cursive) style.

Generated: 2011-06-02 17:14 -04:00



Comments: Consists of quires averaging twelve folios each

Dimensions 20.5 cm wide by 34.5 cm high
Written surface 14.0 cm wide by 23.0 cm high

L ayout Columns: 1
Ruled lines: 23

Contents fols. 1b - 285a:
Title: al-Qur’an
Hand note: Main text written in New Abbasid (broken
cursive) style, partially serifed in dark brown ink with
red dots for vowels and orthoepic signs, such as tashdid
and sukiin, in green; thuluth script in gold ink for the
inscription on fols. 1b-2a
Decoration note: Illuminated double-page frontispiece
inscribed with the creed of the uncreatedness of the
Qur’an in thuluth script in the upper and lower
panels (fols. 1b-2a); double-page illuminated incipit for
chapters 1 (Surat al-fatihah) and 2 (Siirat al-baqarah)
(fols. 2b-3a); double-page illuminated explicit (fols.
284b-285a), containing chapter 114 (Surat al-nas) (fol.
284b) and the creed of the uncreatedness of the Qur’an;
illuminated chapter headings with marginal medallions;
the name of Allah always illuminated in gold; every
tenth verse indicated by an illuminated marginal
medallion; illuminated indication for prostration

Decor ation Upper board outside:
Title: Binding
Form: Binding
Label: This dentelle-style brown goatskin binding with
central lobed medallion, pendants, and cornerpieces is
attributable to the tenth century AH / sixteenth CE.

Front flyleaf ia:
Title: Flyleaf with inscription
Form: Inscription
Label: On this flyleaf is inscribed in pencil: H[enry]
W/alters] May 1897, direct from Constantinople.

Generated: 2011-06-02 17:14 -04:00



Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.557

Descriptive Title  Koran

Text title al-Qur’an
Vernacular:
o
Abstract This copy of the Qur'an was made in Iran, probably in the

sixth century AH / twelfth CE. The text is written in the
New Abbasid (broken cursive) style with vowels indicated
by red dots and orthoepic signs such as tashdid and sukiin
in green. The codex opens with an illuminated double-page
frontispiece (fols. 1b-2a) inscribed with the creed that the
Qur’an is God’s word uncreated: al-Qur’an kalam Allah
ghayr makhliiq wa-man qala makhliiq fa-huwa kafir bi-Allah
al-'Al1 al-Azim. The latter is also included in the explicit
(fol. 285a). The Qur’anic text begins with an illuminated
incipit for chapter 1 (Surat al-fatihah) and chapter 2
(Strat al-baqarah) (fols. 2b-3a). Throughout are illuminated
chapter headings with marginal medallions, verse markers
in teardrop form, marginal medallions indicating every tenth
verse, illumination of the name of Allah, and indications
for prostration. The dentelle-style brown goatskin binding
with central lobed medallion, pendants, and cornerpieces is
attributable to the tenth century AH / sixteenth CE.

Date 6th century AH / 12th CE

Origin Iran

Form Book

Genre Scriptural

L anguage The primary language in this manuscript is Arabic.

Support material ~ Paper
Laid paper with chain lines that appear to be grouped in twos
Extent Foliation: i+285+i

Collation Catchwords: None

Generated: 2011-06-02 17:14 -04:00



This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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