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NOTE: The pages in this book are ordered from right to left. This means that to view the pages in
order, you should go the last page of the document and read what would be from “back-to-front”
for a Western manuscript.

This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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gold outline. The gold thuluth-script lines are set apart
by outlines resembling clouds. Illuminated rosettes
serve as verse markers. The stamp in the left margin is
the personal seal of the Vizier ‘Alt Pasha, who gave the
manuscript to an educational charity in 1130 AH/ 1717
CE.

fol. 8b:
Title: Illuminated colophon signed by Shaykh Kamal
ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sabzawarl
Form: Colophon
Label: In this illuminated colophon, written in tawqi’/
riga® script in gold ink, it is stated that Shaykh
Kamal ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sabzawari completed the
manuscript at Astarabad in 941 AH / 1534 CE.

Provenance Wagf seal impression of the Vizier al-Shahid ‘Alr Pasha,
dated 1130 AH /1717 CE, with the original shelf mark 1414
(fols. 2a, 2b, and 3a)

Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest
Binding The binding is original.

Brown leather (with flap); interconnected gold-tooled lobed
medallions and discs with vine and floral motifs; inner
frame with vine and scroll motif; gold-tooled outer frame;
doublures with central lobed oval and corner pendants with
filigree decoration on a blue ground

Bibliography Brockelmann, Carl. Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur
(New York; Koln: E.J. Brill, 1996), 1:44.
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Hand note: Written in calligraphic vocalized naskh
script in black ink; vocalized thuluth script in gold
ink outlined in black (top, middle, and bottom lines);
colophon in tawqi’/riqd’ script in gold ink, both
vocalized

Decoration note: Illuminated headpiece with the
basmalah in tawqi® script (fol. 2b); illuminated
colophon (fol. 8b); text in black and gold with blue
decoration, divided into compartments; polychrome
text frame; contours of the thuluth-script lines decorated
with blue tendrils over a ground of red hatched lines;
naskh-script panels flanked by polychrome medallions
with gold-tooled outlines; illuminated rosette verse
markers with colored dots

Decoration fol. 2b:
Title: Incipit with illuminated headpiece
Form: Incipit; headpiece
Label: This manuscript opens with an illuminated
headpiece containing a cartouche with the doxological
formula (basmalah) in tawqi® script. Fluid and
curvilinear, tawq1" script is used for headings and rarely
used for the main text. As seen here, while having
inscribed the headpiece in tawqi‘ script, the scribe
wrote the main text in alternating black naskh and gold
thuluth script. The naskh-script panels are framed by
medallions with a gold outline. The contours of the
thuluth-script lines are decorated with blue tendrils over
a ground of red hatched lines. Gold rosettes mark the
verse endings. The stamp in the right margin is the
personal seal of the Vizier ‘Ali Pasha, who gave the
manuscript to an educational charity in 1130 AH/ 1717
CE.

fol. 3a:
Title: [lluminated text page with seal
Form: Text page; seal
Label: This text page is defined by the use of alternating
black naskh and gold thuluth scripts. The naskh-script
panels are flanked by illuminated medallions with a
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Form

Genre

L anguage

Colophon

Support material

Extent

Collation

Dimensions

Written surface

L ayout

Contents

Book

Devotional

The primary language in this manuscript is Arabic.

8b:

Transliteration: tammat al-da‘wat al-mubarakat /1/ bi-hamdi
Allahi ta‘ald wa-mannihi al-karim /2/ ‘ald al-yadi al-‘abd
al-mudhnib al-raj1 ild rahmati Allah al-maliki /3/ al-rahtm
al-bari shaykh Kamal ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sabzawari /4/
tajawaza Allahu ‘an sayyi'atihima bi-baldah tayyibah
Ustarabad [sic] hummiyat /5/ ‘an al-afati wa-al-baliyati fi
shuhiir sanat ihda wa-/6/ arba‘in wa-tis ‘imi’atin min al-hijrah
muharriruha wa-mudhahhibuha wa-katibuha /7/

Comment: Colophon gives the full name of the calligrapher/
illuminator, Kamal ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sabzawari, with the
date 941 AH / 1534 CE and place name Astarabad

Paper
Laid paper
Foliation: i+9+i

Catchwords: None

16.5 cm wide by 23.5 cm high
8.5 cm wide by 13.0 cm high

Columns: 1

Ruled lines: 7

Text divided into five compartments: three compartments
across the written surface and two compartments indented
with panels 2 cm in width on each side; framing lines in dark
blue, black, gold, light green, and red

fols. 2b - 8b:
Title: Miftah al-najah al-mukanna bi-al-wasilah ila kull
hizb wa-falah
Incipit:
e did gl mloal] lud 2o fro Lt el
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.579
Descriptive Title  Prayer

Text title Miftah al-najah al-mukanna bi-al-wasilah ila kull hizb wa-
falah
Vernacular:

OB S gl Bl el gl
Note: Title in a later hand appears on fol. la

Author Authority name: ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, Caliph, ca. 600-661
As-written name: ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib
Name, in vernacular:

b o o
Note: Author dates preferred by cataloger: d. 40 AH/ 661 CE

Abstract This illuminated manuscript is of a prayer (wird) called
Miftah al-najah, attributed to “Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth
caliph of Islam. According to the colophon, it was completed
by Shaykh Kamal ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sabzawari, the
calligrapher and illuminator, in Astarabad (present-day
Gorgan, Iran) in 941 AH / 1534 CE. The text, divided into
five compartments, is in calligraphic vocalized naskh in
black ink and vocalized thuluth in gold ink outlined in black.
[lluminated rosettes with colored dots serve as verse markers.
The decorated colophon (fol. 8b) is written in tawqi ' /riqa’
script in gold ink. Later bequest (waqf) seal impressions of
the Vizier al-Shahid ‘Al Pasha, dated 1130 AH / 1717 CE,
appear on fols. 2a, 2b, and 3a. The brown leather binding
with interconnected gold-tooled lobed medallions and discs
and doublures with filigree decoration is original to the

manuscript.
Date 941 AH/ 1534 CE
Origin Astarabad (Iran)
Scribe As-written name: Kamal ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sabzawari

Name, in vernacular:
Slgpadl @l e o Jles
Note: Calligrapher also illuminator (see colophon)
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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