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Ownership entry dated 12 Jumada 11204 AH /1789 CE (fol.

la)
Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest
Binding The binding is not original.

Probably thirteenth century AH / nineteenth CE; black
lacquer (no flap); central ovals and pendants decorated with
floral designs on a gold background

Bibliography Storey, C. A. Persian Literature: A Bio-Bibliographical
Survey, Vol. 1. (London: Luzac, 1927-), 112-159.

Richard, Francis. Catalogue des manuscrits persans. (Paris:
Bibliothéque nationale, 1989), nos. 228-9.
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fol. 216a:
Title: The combat of Rustam and Pualadvand
Form: Illustration

fol. 236b:

Title: Rustam rescues Bizhan from the pit
Form: Illustration

fol. 264b:
Title: Gustaham fights Lahhak and Farshidvard
Form: Illustration

fol. 303b:
Title: Luhrasp enthroned
Form: Illustration
Label: This is the right side of a double-page illustration
introducing the Book of Luhrasp. The inscription in the
middle eight-pointed star of the titlepiece reads: Kitab-
1 Luhrasb namah.

fol. 367a:
Title: Rustam kills Isfandiyar with an arrow
Form: Illustration

fol. 387b:
Title: Alexander the Great and the dying Darius
Form: Illustration

fol. 421a:
Title: Ardashir recognizes Shapiir during a polo game
Form: Illustration

fol. 442a:
Title: Bahram Gar hunting with Azadah
Form: Illustration

fol. 544a:
Title: Bahram Gur enthroned after killing two lions
Form: Illustration

fol. 620b:

Title: A festive gathering in a landscape
Form: Illustration

Provenance Seal impression with the name Ahmad (fol. 1a)
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fol. 2b:
Title: Text page of Shahnamah preface
Form: Text page
Label: This is the first page of the preface ordered by
Baysunghur in 829 AH / 1425-6 CE. The text is largely
written in black nasta‘liq script with incidentals in blue
and gold. The preface ends on fol. 14a with a colophon.

fol. 14b:
Title: Incipit page with illuminated titlepiece
Form: Incipit; titlepiece
Label: This illuminated titlepiece is inscribed aghaz-
i kitab-i Shahnamah (the beginning of the book of
the Shahnamah) in white ink on a blue ground with
polychrome decoration.

fol. 17b:
Title: The court of Kaytimars
Form: Illustration

fol. 48b:
Title: Zal in the court of Mihrab of Kabul
Form: Illustration

fol. 9la:
Title: Rustam slays the White Div (the seventh feat)
Form: Illustration

fol. 115a:
Title: Rustam mortally wounds Suhrab
Form: Illustration

fol. 145a:
Title: The beheading of Siyavush
Form: Illustration

fol. 163a:
Title: Kay Khusraw attacks the fortress of Bahman
Form: Illustration

fol. 178a:
Title: The Turanians fight the Persians
Form: Illustration
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(fols. 1b-2a); illuminated medallion (shamsah) (fol.
la); titlepiece with the inscription aghaz-i kitab-i
Shahnamah in white ink on a decorated background
(fol. 14b); titlepiece inscribed with the title of the
second part: Kitab-i Luhrasb namah (fol. 303b); three
tailpieces around the colophons (fols. 14a, 303a, and
620a); rectangular panels for chapter/section headings;
frame

Decor ation Upper board outside:
Title: Binding
Form: Binding
Label: This black lacquer binding with lobed central
ovals and pendants is not contemporary with the
manuscript and probably dates to the thirteenth century
AH / nineteenth CE.

fol. la:
Title: [lluminated medallion
Form: Medallion
Label: This illuminated medallion (shamsah) with a
blue ground and gold arabesques and polychrome
roundels opens the codex. There are later inscriptions,
including an ownership entry dated 12 Jumada I 1204
AH / 1789 CE. The seal at the left gives the name
Ahmad.

fol. 1b:
Title: Double-page illuminated frontispiece
Form: Frontispiece
Label: This is the right side of a double-page
illuminated frontispiece that precedes the preface of the
text. The inscriptions are not legible.

fol. 2a:
Title: Double-page illuminated frontispiece
Form: Frontispiece
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated
frontispiece that precedes the preface of the text. The
inscriptions are not legible.
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Transliteration: Final colophon (fol. 620a): tammat al-kitab
bi-‘awn al-Malik al-Wahhab fi awakhir shahr Dh1 al-Hijjah
al-haram /1/ sanat khams [...] tis‘imi<>ah al-hijriyah wa-
salla Allah ‘ald /2/ khayr khalqgih [...] .tf [?] hqgh [?]
Muhammad wa-alih /3/ wa-ajsabih wa-‘itratih ajma‘in il /4/
yawm al-din wa-sallam tasliman /5/ dayiman kathiran /6/
abadan /7/

Comment: In addition to 620a, colophons are also on 14a and
303a: the first, which has no date, gives the title of the preface
as Dibachah-i BaysunghurT; the second marks the end of the
first part of the book; and the third has a damaged date: end
of Dhu al-Hijjah 9[?]5

Support material ~ Paper

Laid paper
Extent Foliation: i+621+i
Collation Catchwords: Written obliquely on versos
Dimensions 19.0 cm wide by 32.5 cm high

Written surface 12.5 cm wide by 25.5 cm high

L ayout Columns: 4
Ruled lines: 25
Framing lines in blue, gold, brown, and black

Contents fols. 1a - 620b:
Title: Shahnamah
Text note: Preface by Baysunghur Mirza ibn Shahrukh,
composed in 829 AH / 1425-6 CE (fols. 1b-14a);
main text divided into two parts, the second part
with the title Luhrasbnamah (fol. 303b); double-page
illuminated frontispiece before the preface (fols. 1b-2a)
badly damaged
Hand note: Written in nasta‘liq script in black, blue,
and gold with chapter/section headings in blue on a
decorated background; incidentals in blue and gold
Decoration note: Eighteen illustrations; double-page
illuminated frontispiece with a faded inscription in
four cartouches introducing the work and author
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.600
Descriptive Title  Book of kings (Shahnama)

Text title Shahnamah
Vernacular:
daliald
Author Authority name: Firdawst
As-written name: Abi al-Qasim Hasan ibn Ishaq Firdawsi
Tast

Name, in vernacular:

SR (o928 Gl ) s el 5
Note: Author dates preferred by cataloger: d. 411 or416 AH/
1020-5 CE

Abstract This is an illuminated and illustrated Safavid copy of the
Book of kings (Shahnamah) by Firdawsi (d. 411 or 416
AH / 1020-5 CE), dating to the tenth century AH / sixteenth
CE. The text is largely written in black nasta‘liq script
with headings in blue on a polychrome ground. The codex
opens with an illuminated medallion (fol. 1a), followed by
a double-page illuminated frontispiece (fols. 1b-2a), poorly
preserved. The preface, ordered by Baysunghur in 829 AH /
1425-6 CE, begins on fol. 2b. The Shahnamah text begins on
fol. 14b with an inscribed illuminated titlepiece. It is divided
into two parts. Eighteen paintings illustrate the text. The
black lacquer binding with lobed central ovals and pendants
is not contemporary with the manuscript and dates to the
thirteenth century AH / nineteenth CE.

Date 10th century AH / 16th CE; damaged date in the colophon
reads: end of Dhii al-Hijjah 9[?]5

Origin Iran

Form Book

Genre Historical

Genre Literary -- Poetry

L anguage The primary language in this manuscript is Persian.

Colophon 620a:
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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