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fol. 26b:
Title: The death of Darius
Form: Illustration
Text: Iskandarnamah
Label: This illustration is by Dharm Das.

fol. 34a:
Title: Alexander the Great enthroned at Persepolis
Form: Illustration
Text: Iskandarnamah
Label: This illustration is by Bim Gujarati.

Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest"
Binding The binding is not original.
Lacquer boards with floral motifs in the main panel

Bibliography Original description: Welch, S.C. “The Emperor Akbar’s
Khamsa of Nizami.” Journal of the Walters Art Gallery 23
(1960): 87-96.

See also, Storey, C. A. Persian Literature: A Bio-
Bibliographical Survey, Vol. 1/2. (London: Luzac; Leiden:
E.J. Brill; London: Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and
Ireland, 1994), 438-495.

For the description of British Library Or. MS 12208, see
Brend, Barbara. The Emperor Akbar's Khamsa of Nizami.
London: British Library, 1995.
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Text note: Fragment containing portions of Khusraw va
Shirin and Iskandarnamah only

Hand note: Written in black nasta liq script with chapter
headings in red

Decoration note: Five illustrations (four narrative
subjects) by Sanvlah, Nanha, Shivdas, Dharm Das, and
Bim Gujaratt; borders decorated with flora and fauna

Decor ation Upper board outside:
Title: Binding
Form: Binding
Label: The upper board of this lacquer binding has
a design of flowers on a red ground. It dates to the
thirteenth century AH / nineteenth CE.

fol. la:
Title: Text page
Form: Text page
Label: This text page was copied by the royal scribe
‘Abd al-Rahim ‘Ambarin Qalam in 1003 AH/ 1595 CE.

fol. ba:
Title: Farhad before Khusraw
Form: Illustration
Text: Khusraw va Shirin
Label: This is an illustration by Sanvlah.

fol. 16b:
Title: Invention of the mirror in the presence of
Alexander the Great
Form: Illustration
Text: Iskandarnamah
Label: This is the right side of a double-page illustration
by Nanha.

fol. 17a:
Title: The invention of the mirror in the presence of
Alexander the Great
Form: Illustration
Text: Iskandarnamah
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illustration
by Shivdas.
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Artist As-written name; Shivdas
Name, in vernacular:

el g
Artist As-written name: Dharm Das
Name, in vernacular:
0l iy
Artist As-written name: Bim Gujarati
Name, in vernacular:
6‘1)25 A

Scribe Supplied name: ‘Abd al-Rahim ‘Ambarin Qalam
Name, in vernacular:
NERURCINSI
Note: Name of scribe given in two colophons in the British
Library fragment Or. MS 12208 (see bibliography)

Form Book
Genre Literary -- Poetry
Language The primary language in this manuscript is Persian.

Support material ~ Paper
Light brown paper; later outer margins in various colors

Extent Foliation: vii+39+vii
Hindu-Arabic numerals inscribed in the middle of the upper
margins just above the frame

Collation Catchwords: Written on versos in the illuminated border

Dimensions 21.5 cm wide by 34.0 cm high
Written surface 10.5 cm wide by 19.5 cm high

L ayout Columns: 4
Ruled lines: 21

Contents fols. 1a - 39b:
Title: Khamsah-i Nizami
Incipit:
callang  adus 45
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.613

Descriptive Title  Five poems (quintet)

Text title Khamsah-i Nizami
Vernacular:
(oL e
Author Authority name: Nizami Ganjavi, 1140 or 41-1202 or 3

Supplied name: Ilyas ibn Yusuf Nizam1 Ganjavi
Name, in vernacular:
(SoiS | ol gy () poli!

Note: Author dates preferred by cataloger: d. 605 AH / 1209
CE

Abstract This is a fragment of one of the most important illustrated
manuscripts produced for the Mughal emperor Akbar: a
copy of the Khamsah (quintet) of Nizami Ganjav1 (d. 605
AH / 1209 CE) copied by the royal scribe ‘Abd al-Rahim
‘Ambarin Qalam in the fortieth year of Akbar's reign (1004
AH / 1595 CE). It was most likely executed in Lahore.
The larger portion of the manuscript, preserved with the
colophon, date, and scribe’s name, is housed in the British
Library (Or. MS 12208). The Walters fragment contains
parts of Khusraw va Shirin and Iskandarnamah, with five
illustrations. The illustrations bear ascriptions to court artists
as well as running numbers from 1 to 44. The Walters folios
are inscribed with the following names: Sanvlah, Nanha,
Shivdas, Dharm Das, and Bim Gujarati.

Date [24 Azar 40th year of Akbar’s reign / 1595 CE] as given in
BL Or. MS 12208
Origin Probably Lahore (present-day Pakistan)
Artist As-written name: Sanvlah
Name, in vernacular:
gl
Artist As-written name: Nanha
Name, in vernacular:
b
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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