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Shaykh-i Sa’di, while Kitab-i Biistan-i Shaykh-i Sa’d1
appears in the triangular sidepiece.

Comment: NB: As for manuscript part, this page
belongs to both Kitab-i Gulistan and Kitab-i Biistan.

Provenance Old shelf mark on tail-edge: 4164
Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest
Binding The binding is original.

Leather binding (with flap); dentelle-style decorated boards;
doublures of filigree work on a multi-colored ground of blue,
green, red, and black
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WS gy plas e
Hand note: Written in nasta‘liq script in black and gold
ink
Decoration note: Double-page illuminated frontispiece
(fols. 2b-4a with folios 3a-3b blank); incipit page
with illuminated titlepieces reading Kitab-i1 Gulistan-i
Shaykh-i Sa’d1 in main titlepiece and Kitab-i Bustan-i
Shaykh-i Sa’d1 in triangular sidepiece (fol. 4b)

fols. 1b - 154b:

Title: Kitab-i Bustan
Incipit:

el levglas ali
Hand note: Written in nasta ‘liq script in black and gold
ink
Decoration note: Main text preceded by a triangular
titlepiece inscribed with the title of the work: Kitab-i
Biistan-1 Shaykh-i Sa“d1

Decor ation Upper board inside:
Title: Doublure
Form: Doublure
Label: This doublure of brown leather has gold-painted
filigree work on a multi-colored ground.
Comment: NB: As for manuscript part, this page
belongs to both Kitab-1 Gulistan and Kitab-1 Bistan.

fol. 2b:
Title: Double-page illuminated frontispiece
Form: Frontispiece
Label: This is the right side of a double-page
illuminated frontispiece decorated in gold and
polychrome designs.
Comment: NB: As for manuscript part, this page
belongs to both Kitab-1 Gulistan and Kitab-1 Bistan.

fol. 4b:
Title: Incipit page with illuminated titlepieces
Form: Incipit; titlepiece
Label: This illuminated incipit page bears two titles.
In the main titlepiece is inscribed Kitab-i Gulistan-i
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Genre Literary -- Prose

Genre Literary -- Poetry

Language The primary language in this manuscript is Persian. The
secondary language of this manuscript is Arabic.

Colophon 154b:

Transliteration: katabahu al-mudhnib al-muhtaj ild rahmat
Allah /1/ wa-ghufranih Muhammad Riza" al-Tabrizi /2/
ghafara dhuntibahu /3/ 980 /4/

Comment: In Arabic containing the name of the scribe and
date of copying

154b:

Transliteration: tamam shud Kitab-i Bustan bi-‘awn Allah /1/
wa-husan tawfiqih 980 /2/

Comment: In Arabic, giving the date of completion as 980
AH/ 1574 CE

Support material ~ Paper

Margins of multi-colored, gold-sprinkled tinted or marbled

paper
Extent Foliation: 155
Dimensions 21.5 cm wide by 32.0 cm high

Written surface 10.0 cm wide by 17.5 cm high

L ayout fols. 1b - 154b:
Columns: 2
Codex contains two texts: the Gulistan in the main text
area and the Bustan, written obliquely on three sides
around the main text area

Codex contains two texts: the Gulistan in the main text
area and the Bustan, written obliquely on three sides
around the main text area

Contents fols. 1b - 154b:
Title: Kitab-i Gulistan
Incipit:
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.619

Descriptive Title  Two works of Sa'di: the Rose garden (Gulistan) and the
Orchard (Bustan)

Text title fols. 1b - 154b:
Kitab-i1 Gulistan
Vernacular:
olnds ols
fols. 1b - 154b:
Kitab-1 Bustan
Vernacular:

Author Authority name: Sa‘di
As-written name: Musharrif al-Din ibn Muslih Sa‘di Shirazi
Name, in vernacular:
(b sdamw mhine () (] St
Note: Author dates preferred by cataloger: d. 691 AH /1292
CE

Abstract This illuminated manuscript contains two works by Sa‘di
(d. 691 AH / 1292 CE): the Gulistan (Rose garden) and the
Biistan (Orchard). It was copied in 980 AH / 1572 CE by
Muhammad Riza al-Tabrizi in Iran. The text of the Gulistan
appears in the main area, while that of the Biistan is inscribed
obliquely around the main text area on three sides. Both
texts are written in black and gold nasta‘liq script. The
margins are multi-colored, gold-sprinkled tinted or marbled
paper. The original leather binding dates to the tenth century
AH / sixteenth CE and has dentelle-style decorated boards
and doublures with gold filigree work over a multi-colored
ground of blue, green, red, and black.

Date 980 AH/ 1572 CE
Origin Iran
Scribe As-written name: Muhammad Riza al-Tabrizi

Name, in vernacular:

Form Book
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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