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Form: Colophon

Label: This colophon explains the nature of the work
and gives the name of the calligrapher and the date of
copying as Rajab 999 AH / 1591 CE. It reads: tammat
hadha [sic] al-risalah al-sharifa[h] /1/ mushtamal [sic]
‘ala nikat latifah /2/ f1 tafsir abyat ma nawiyah ‘ala /3/
al-sadr al-Mathawt al-Ma‘naw1 /4/ qaddasa sirruhu al-
‘aziz Jalal /5/ al-Din Muhammad al-Rtm1 “alayhi /6/ al-
rahmah wa-al-ghufran /7/ “ala yad al-katib al-faqir Baba
Sah bn Sultan /8/ “Ali Isfahani /9/ {1 shahr Rajab al-
murajjab /10/ sanat tis* wa-tis Tn wa-tis ‘imi<>ah /11/
al-hijriyah al-nabawtyah /12/

Provenance Round seal (in the center) of Allah Muhammad “Al1, 1030
AH /1620-1 CE (fol. 1a)
Note dated 22 Jum. I1 1105 AH / 1694 CE (fol. 1a)

Square seal with the name Mahmiid (partially erased) and an
inscription with the date 1115 AH / 1703-4 CE (fol. 1a)

Octagonal seal of Husayn Shah Ghulami underneath an
inscription giving the date Dhu al-Qa‘dah 1127 AH / 1715
CE (fol. 1a)

Ownership statement of Husayn Qavam [?] Daftar, 1301
AH / 1883-4 (fol. 2a)
Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest
Binding The binding is not original.

Dark brown leather (with flap) attached backwards; gold-
brushed panel-stamped design; doublures with filigree work
on a multi-colored ground of blue, orange, pink, and green

Bibliography Gacek, Adam. Persian Manuscripts in the Libraries of
McGill University: Brief Union Catalogue. (Montreal:
McGill University Libraries, 2005), no. 127. (Lavayih)

Gacek, Adam. Persian Manuscripts in the Libraries of
McGill University: Brief Union Catalogue. (Montreal:
McGill University Libraries, 2005), no. 129. (Lavami")
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Decoration note: Titlepiece with title inscribed in white
ink; interlinear gilt decoration; small triangular pieces
and a double frame

fols. 1b - 49b:

Title: Lavami’
Incipit:

o Chres (o il 038 cnsdl Oy pus ] ey ) ald] e

i)

Text note: Title inscribed at the beginning of the text
Hand note: Written in nasta‘liq script in black with
incidentals in gold ink
Decoration note: Titlepiece with title inscribed in white
ink; interlinear gilt decoration; small triangular pieces
and a double frame

fols. 49b - 55a:
Title: Nay namah
Incipit:
] ST Log sl j= gius
Hand note: Written in nasta‘liq script in black with
incidentals in gold ink
Decoration note: Small headpiece on a gilt ground

Decor ation fol. 1b:
Title: Incipit page with illuminated titlepiece
Form: Incipit; titlepiece
Text: Lavayih; Lavami’
Label: This is an illuminated incipit page bearing a
titlepiece inscribed Lavayih in white tawqi’ script. In the
outer margin is inscribed the text of the second work,
Lavami'.

fol. 37a:
Title: Colophon
Form: Colophon
Text: Lavayih
Label: This colophon concludes with the inscription:
katabahau al-‘abd al-mudhnib Baba Shah Isfahani.

fol. 55a:
Title: Colophon
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Comment: In Arabic; explains the nature of the work and
gives the name of the calligrapher and the date of copying as
Rajab 999 AH /1591 CE

Support material ~ Paper

Rose-tinted laid paper; a note dated 22 Jum. II 1105 AH /
1694 CE states that this codex is made up of two papers:
Samarqandi (for the text) and Dawlatabadi (for the margins)
(fol. 1a)

Extent Foliation: 56
Earlier foliation in Hindu-Arabic numerals in the middle of
the upper margin above the frame

Collation Catchwords: Written obliquely on versos

Dimensions 13.0 cm wide by 22.5 cm high
Written surface 7.0 cm wide by 13.5 cm high

L ayout fols. 1b - 37a:
Columns: 1
Ruled lines: 12
Text consists of two panels within a thick frame: the
outer (hashiyah) panel and the inner (matn) panel; the
text of Lavayih is located in the inner panel

Text begins in right margin

fols. 49b - 55a:
Ruled lines: 17
Text (written obliquely) begins in the outer margin
within the frame

Contents fols. 1b - 37a:
Title: Lavayih
Incipit:
w2l 290y sLS IS (oS Sl sl Lg"x’] p
Hand note: Written in nasta‘liq script in black with
incidentals in gold ink
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the flute" from the beginning of the Masnavi of Jalal al-Din
Rimi (d. 672 AH /1273 CE). The manuscript was written in
nasta‘liq script by the well-known Iranian calligrapher Baba
Shah ibn Sultan “Alf Isfahani in 999 AH / 1591 CE. There
is a note dated to the year 1105 AH / 1694 CE on fol. la
indicating that the manuscript is made up of two papers:
Samarqandi (for the text) and Dawlatabadi (for the margins).
There are also seals dating between the eleventh century AH /
seventeenth CE and the thirteenth century AH / nineteenth

CE.
Date Rajab 999 AH/ 1591 CE
Origin Iran
Scribe As-written name: Baba Shah ibn Sultan ‘Ali Isfahani

Name, in vernacular:
Sl e labo o ol LU
Note: For the calligrapher Baba Shah ibn Sultan “Al1 [sfahant

see Bayani, Mahdi. Ahval va asar-i khvush'navisan, Vol 1.
(Tehran: Instisharat-i ‘Ilmit, 1363 [1984 or 1985]), no.138.

Form Book

Genre Sufi

Language The primary language in this manuscript is Persian. The
secondary language of this manuscript is Arabic.

Colophon 37a:
Transliteration: katabahau al-‘abd al-mudhnib Baba Shah
Isfahani
Comment: Only gives the name of the calligrapher
Sha:

Transliteration: tammat hadha [sic] al-risalah al-sharifa[h] /1/
mushtamal [sic] ‘ald nikat latifah /2/ f1 tafsir abyat
ma nawiyah ‘ala /3/ al-sadr al-Mathawi al-Ma'nawi /4/
qaddasa sirruhu al-"aziz Jalal /5/ al-Din Muhammad al-Riim1
‘alayhi /6/ al-rahmah wa-al-ghufran /7/ “ala yad al-katib al-
faqir Baba Sah bn Sultan /8/ “Ali Isfahani /9/ f1 shahr Rajab
al-murajjab /10/ sanat tis* wa-tis ‘Tn wa-tis imi<>ah /11/ al-
hijriyah al-nabawiyah /12/
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.643
Descriptive Title  Three short Sufi works

Text title fols. 1b - 37a:
Lavayih
Vernacular:
ls!
fols. 1b - 49b:
Lavami’
Vernacular:
gels!
Note: A commentary on the famous Arabic "Wine
poem" (Khamriyah) by ‘Umar ibn Farid (d. 632 AH /
1235 CE), in the text referred to as qasidah-1 mimiyah-
1 khamriyah-i Faridiyah

fols. 49b - 55a:

Nay namah

Vernacular:

daly L_§'

Note: Title supplied by cataloger; commentary on the
first verses of the Masnav1 by Jalal al-Din Rimi (d.
672 AH / 1273 CE); also known as the "Song of the
flute" (Nay namah)

Author Authority name: Jami, 1414-1492
As-written name: Nar al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad
Jami

Name, in vernacular:
(ol sl G plaspll s (] e

Note: Author dates preferred by cataloger: d. 898 AH / 1492
CE

Abstract This is an illuminated manuscript comprised of three short
works on Sufism by Niir al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami (d. 898
AH /1492 CE), produced in Safavid Iran. The first work is
called Lavayih and consists of a collection of apophthegms.
The second work is a commentary on the famous Arabic
"Wine poem" (Khamriyah) by ‘Umar ibn Farid (d. 632 AH/
1235 CE). The third work is a commentary on the "Song of
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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