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Descriptive Title
Text title

Author
Abstract

Date
Origin
Form

Genre

L anguage

Support material

Extent

Walters Art Museum Ms. W.784
Ethiopian prayer book

Theology of the Trinity (Zena Nigdromu)
Vernacular: % : 71(Cav- :

As-written name: Taklda Maryam

This twentieth-century Ethiopian prayerbook is dedicated to
the Holy Trinity and its miracles, and contains readings for
each day of the week. The text might have been composed by
Tékla Maryam, whose name appears on fol. 13r. The author
felt that the Trinity was not worshipped and celebrated as
it should be, not even as much as the martyrs, the angels,
and the desert fathers. The manuscript itself was owned by
Gibra Mika’el (fols. 21v, 52v, and passim). It still retains
its double leather satchel, complete with the remains of a
carrying strap, which suggests that it may have been taken on
pilgrimages. Small bits of colored thread have been attached
to the corners of the first folios of the readings, an unusual
solution to helping the reader navigate the text. Written in
Ga'az, Ethiopia's liturgical language, the manuscript appears
to have been originally undecorated, with knot work added
to the upper margins of the first two readings at a later date.

Mid 20th century CE
Ethiopia
Book

Devotional

The primary language in this manuscript is Geez.
Parchment

Heavy, slightly yellowed parchment; colored thread attached
to corners of folios to mark the beginnings of readings

Foliation: iv+80

The last two folios of the manuscript are blank, and have
not been foliated, but are integral to the structure of the
manuscript; two sets of pencil foliation: one that includes the
blank pages, in parenthesis in upper right corners; one that
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Collation

Dimensions

Written surface

L ayout

Contents

begins foliation on first page of text, below other foliation
(used here)

Formula: iv, 1(10), 2(10), 3(10), 4(10), 5(10), 6(10), 7(10),
8(10)

Comments: Quires begin on fols. 1(1), 11(2), 21(3), 31(4),
41(5), 51(6), 61(7), and 71(8)

9.9 cm wide by 13.1 cm high
7.0 cm wide by 8.8 cm high

Columns: 1
Ruled lines: 13-15

fols. 1r - 78r:
Title: Theology of the Trinity (Zena Négéromu)
Text note: Text is the Story of the Trinity, a devotional
work divided into the introduction, seven parts for the
seven days of the week, and a concluding prayer; in
some manuscripts it is called the Sword of the Trinity,
NL4. = AN, ¢ (Siyfd Sollase).
Decoration note: Undecorated except for possibly
added headpiece with interlace design, fol. 1r, and knot
with wings in upper margin, fol. 6r; headings in red ink;
text in black

fols. 1r - 5v:
Title: Introduction
Incipit: MNa® = AN : .. . 7R h& : BG = T1ICaov- £
N2 W G0 A7NA : LA« AA : (lhav : ANYAY :
AMANAC: TV : O-8%00Pav-(0: A LA ¢
N"7L : 9°LC -
Decoration note: Added headpiece, fol. 1r

fols. 6r - 14v:
Title: Reading for Monday (z4-Sénuy)
Incipit: Qgr ¢ AN: . . . AiPV: (Nav :

A s AR Q0D : A s L AR 2 1R
O FAI°CA « avQPA = NaD : A . . . ARI°T ¢
NNav : AN : . . Atao k07 : (Nae : K10 : . . .
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8A9°AN : . . . (continued on fol. 6v) 1107 :
N2 : ndavap-t :

Contents: Included in the reading for Monday: fols.
8r-9v: A salutation (sédlam) hymn to the Trinity; fols.
13r-14v: A miracle of the Trinity: the heavenly reward a
person who brings an offering in the name of the Trinity
would be rewarded;

Text note: Ten lines from the beginning of the reading
for Monday were edited and translated by Débora
Lifchitz (bibliography)

Decoration note: Added winged knot, fol. 6r

fols. 15r - 24v:

Title: Reading for Tuesday (zi-Sélus)

Incipit: 1. : M@ = AN : . . . AR = GRI°P :
et @ a0 : P50 ARTN: DPAC :
et @ o P40 Ah: 99790 ¢
Navah-t : 20N P50 . . . (continued on fol.
15v) hav : A PCOH, : ALNTT ¢ oG GO
Cha7 : .. AOL : ALl : OOAL : @APTLN ¢
P50 : AHBE :

Contents: Included in the reading for Tuesday: fols. 24r-
v: A miracle of the Trinity: how a man of Palestine made
beer (mozr) for a commemorative feast (tdzkar) for the
Trinity and how he expelled many demons from the beer
(mazr) and showed them to the people

fols. 25r - 32r:
Title: Reading for Wednesday (z&-Ribu")
Incipit: QAag® = A = . .. “UFET 2 VAPT = 200 ¢
AP : Afl: OOAL ¢ ®aN: P50 :
MR : 2700 2 (1740, 2 R av-C
Contents: Included in the reading for Wednesday: fols.
31r-32r: A miracle of the Trinity: how a governor of
Palestine ordered his army to make a commemorative
feast (tézkar) for the Trinity, if they wished to live in his
country

fols. 32v - 41v:
Title: Reading for Thursday (zd-Hamus)
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Incipit: QAg® = Al . . . 0 740 ¢ A1 ¢ IR @~
Phe : RI°AN : LROTIL : NCYT : BAI°MNG av-
@BNG av- : CavOCPt : @BFPL : oAt
Contents. Included in the reading for Thursday: fols.
40v-41v: A miracle of the Trinity: how those who
celebrate the feast of the Trinity are taken to the seat of
glory and crowned

fols. 42r - 52v:
Title: Reading for Friday (z&-°Arb)
Incipit: QAa@® : Az ... 987 : (Sic) AY7 : 9% «
NTEC : HENA  70.0 : 04 : Ar~A, -
Contents: Included in the reading for Friday: fols.
45v-51r: A glorification (sobhat) hymn to the Trinity;
fols. 51r-52v: A miracle of the Trinity: how they bless
with the cross those who read the book of the Trinity
and cleanse their sins, and how they defend them from
the enemy if they inscribe the name of the Trinity on
their faces

fols. 53r - 61r:
Title: Reading for Saturday (zd-Qédamit)
Incipit: MNa® = AN = ... NAI° : AGPL : avAhT-
OOk = HAGR ¢ R8T : HAU- ¢ RChSLU- ¢
fiav : YNy : NAao :
Contents. Included in the reading for Saturday: fols.
53r-56v: A salutation (sdlam) to the love of the Divinity;
fols. 60r-61v: A miracle of the Trinity: how the voice of
the Trinity will dominate the whole universe

fols. 61v - 69v:
Title: Reading for Sunday (za-dhud)
Incipit: MNa® = AN: . . . ADrorr: &P

AN 2 Abavld : FLP: RO PN
AP0 : Aav-5¢ 1 PO : AN 2 PGN
Contents: Included in the reading for Sunday: fols.
67v-69v: A miracle of the Trinity: how they spoke and
ordered the Keeping of the Feast of the Trinity as the
annual feast of Easter, and how the faithful obeyed

fols. 70r - 78r:
Title: Concluding prayer (Tdmahsénku)
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Incipit: MNa® : AN : .. -+971070- : NNav- : A
OOAL : ®av LN« P50 ¢ hae : J-To-haov-
0t : ANCY° : 00~ : AOto-L : o0t
av (1 nav- i 1070 -

Decor ation fol. 1r:
Title: Knotwork headpiece
Form: Headpiece
Text: Theology of the Trinity: Introduction
Comment: This is a later addition.

fol. 6r:
Title: Winged knot
Form: Marginal decoration
Text: Theology of the Trinity: Reading for Monday
Comment: This is a later addition.

Binding The binding is original.
Bound between two plain wooden boards, open spine;
housed in a mahdar double leather case with strap

Provenance Gabrd Mika’el, mid twentieth century, ownership
inscriptions on fols. 21v, 52v, and passim

Gabra Mika'el Wubnah, possibly different from above and
third owner, inscription on fol. 71v

Acquisition Museum purchase, 1976

Bibliography Holbert, Kelly, ed. Ethiopian Art: The Walters Art Museum.
Baltimore: Trustees of the Walters Art Gallery, 2001.

Haile, Getatchew and William F. Macomber. A Catalogue
of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian
Manuscript Microfilm Library, Addis Ababa and for the Hill
Monastic Manuscript Library, Collegeville. Vol. V: Project
Numbers 1501-2000. Collegeville, Minnesota: 1981, p. 392.
See this for Takla Maryam.

Lifchitz, Débora. Textes éthiopiens magico-religieux,
Université de Paris. Travaux et memoires de ['Institut
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d'Ethnologie, no. 38 (1940), pp. 216-217. See this for
Reading for Monday.

Contributors Principal cataloger: Getatchew Haile, .
Cataloger: Herbert, Lynley
Conservators: Owen, Linda; Quandt, Abigail
Contributors: Bockrath, Diane; Emery, Doug; Isaac,
Ephraim; Noel, William; Pizzinato, Riccardo; Tabritha,
Ariel; Toth, Michael B.
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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