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Descriptive Title
Text title
Abstract

Date
Origin
Form

Genre

L anguage

Support material

Extent

Collation

Walters Art Museum Ms. W.844
Two Ethiopian Prayer Books copied together
Two Prayer Books

This small, undecorated manuscript was written in Go°9z,
the liturgical language of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church,
and was copied for Gébrd Giyorgis. Although it has long
been considered to be a work of the sixteenth century, the
scribe's hand suggests a later date, perhaps in the eighteenth
century. The date 1308 AH/1890-91CE, given on the verso of
the second flyleaf could be for the Arabic notes of the two
leaves. Evidence of its long life and variety of users comes
in the form of notes scribbled on the flyleaves, with Arabic
in two hands covering the front two flyleaves and notes in
French and English on the back flyleaf.

18th century CE

Ethiopia

Book

Devotional

The primary language in this manuscript is Geez. The
secondary language of this manuscript is Arabic.
Parchment

Thick, often coarse parchment, with hair still visible on many
folios

Foliation: 1i+62

Modern pencil foliation, upper right corners (from fols.
1-61); last leaf is blank and unfoliated, but integral to the
structure of the text

Formula: ii, 1-6(8), 7(10,-4,8), 8(4), 9(2)
Catchwords: None
Signatures: None

Comments: Quires begin on fols. 1(1), 9(2), 17(3), 25(4),
33(5), 41(6), 49(7), 57(8), and 61(9)
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Dimensions 7.7 cm wide by 11.5 cm high

Written surface 6.0 cm wide by 8.5 cm high

L ayout Columns: 1
Ruled lines: 12
Some hard point ruling visible; prickings in margins

Contents fols. 1r - 61r:
Title: Two Prayer Books
Text note: Contains two Prayer Books copied into one
manuscript
Decoration note: No illumination; first two lines, select
words, and some punctuation in red; text in black ink

fols. 1r - 29v:
Title: Sdne Golgota
Incipit: Nhee: AN: . . . Wlk: Al
HATHATY ¢ &0 L7790« 1871C.09°] +]
OAS T2 A9PAN i Aded: . . . RTDT

Ao : HANP T : Ok : hav: Rmbd: AOCH :
N = NLANL: AN Ho-wk:: oo P -
ATM.A(1V)7 ¢ ALON @ ACHFN 52 A7H : A «
AMAP 1 ORIANS : OALP: OTF0:
AL : NCAEN

Text note: Prayer of Mary which she prayed at Mount
Golgotha on the 21st of the month of Sine (Mary's
prayer to her Son being that he forgive the sins of all
who celebrate her monthly holy day)

fols. 29v - 61r:

Title: Lofafd Sodq and Méngiada Samay

Incipit: MNa® = AN : . . . Ade-b @ LU @ 190 ¢
F hé. : GO AGb.: RLP i HANG- ¢
Al: 10%U-: OOV : AATHATY @ TICEP :
APPLav : LOAL  NCOPN £ NI LT ¢ AI° :
A0 = A7PR = . ..

Contents: This section contains a two-part Prayer of
the Salvation of the Soul; fols 29v-35r: Bandlet of
Righteousness (Lofafd Sodq), the text of which was
composed by the Father's own hand and given to Mary
before Christ was born. It is prayed to be saved from
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Binding

Provenance

Acquisition

Bibliography

the narrow gate (Mt 7:14). Fols. 36r-61r: Prayer for
Journey to Heaven (Méngiddd Sdmay), the prayer to
ask God to send the Angels of Light to ward off
the Angels of Darkness who stumble the soul and
bring it to the narrow gate (Mt 7:14) as it journeys
to heaven; the latter part of the prayer has several
breaks within it, so incipits to those parts are as
follows: fol. 35r: MNa® = A : . . Al : aV7]L ¢
N"7% : o6dNL : NCAfN: hov i A L[O1PGP :
AYENP ¢ A%ATD @ GA9° i ohavy- i@ PPICP :

0N : A& P . fol. 36r: NNaP = AN | .
0Nc?y: fav-: ARMANNC @ STHémC :
704+ . . . fol. 39r: ArMnav-: Wi«

PA: AAA: PAY°r: AGd.: ALP: HoyA :
AMANMNC ¢ (AT ¢ ARTHATY : TICP9° :
NP57% ¢ Havy: . . ; fol. 40v: A7 T : 0. «
Pt 8.7720: FCOH: 10 .. fol. 50v:
AT : Hoo'P18 « 4718 : (1 < 9°2°C ¢ OPNYL. ¢
nCOf0 : A°ANYE : hov : A LOPEP : AI1GNP
avARY ¢ A0t @O A0 ATPR ¢ L.
fol. 57v: Al ¢ Hav 1L : A“1L : (H1: « I°LC +
0PN, : ANCAFN : AI°ANY : hao : A L[0]PFP ¢
ATFNe 2 avARN ¢ R Aovt i 04 AT
avAix -t s NCT7 e . ..

The binding is not original.

Dark goatskin over heavy pasteboard(?)

Made in north central Ethiopia, eighteenth century, for Gébra
Giyorgis (fols. 14v, 20v, 24r, and passim)

Joseph Dietrich (Alexandria, VA)
Mr. Gene Guerny (obtained from Joseph Dietrich)

Gift of Gene Guerny, 1997

Budge, E. A. Wallis. The Bandlet of Righteousness. London,
1922. See this for Lofafd Sodq (Bandlet of Righteousness).
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Euringer, Sebastian. "Die Binde der Rechtfertigung,"
Orientalia, NS vol. IX (1940), pp. 76-99, and 244-259. See
this for Lofafd Sodq (Bandlet of Righteousness).

Fusella, L. "Mangada Samay," in Proceedings of the Third
International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Addis Ababa,
vol. II (1968-70), pp. 254-258. See this for Méngéda Samay
(Prayer for Journey to Heaven).

Contributors Principal cataloger: Getatchew Haile, .
Cataloger: Herbert, Lynley
Conservators: Owen, Linda; Quandt, Abigail
Contributors: Bockrath, Diane; Emery, Doug; Isaac,
Ephraim; Noel, William; Pizzinato, Riccardo; Tabritha,
Ariel; Toth, Michael B.
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